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 ...your 36-E Lions Communication Letter 
Editor contact:  Vicki Smith...vsmith41@gmail.com 

òWHATõS A LIONó 

I nternational President Al Brandelôs wife asked that question when he was dating her, and I suppose you have been asked 
that question innumerable times. Lion Al picked eight core 
messages that he wants to stress as part of Lions ñRebrandingò 
program nationally and internationally. When I look at these 
eight core values I see them as being exemplified and lived 
within our own district communities and by the individual clubs.  

WE ARE GLOBAL - We have grown to be the largest International Service 
organization, yet the global aspect is alive locally as Canyonville Lions 
prospect the concept of a Leoôs club among some of the 85 foreign stu-
dents at the Canyonville Christian Academy. 

WE SERVE WHERE WE LIVE - We are hometown ñHeroesò in the eyes of the 
community as exemplified by Dorris Lions who funded and built a park at 
town center with the worldôs tallest flag pole (200ô) in 1996. That wowed 
the community. 

WE GIVE 100% - As volunteers we give our best efforts and 100% of 
money solicited from the public goes back to the community. We pride 
ourselves as 100%ôers. 

WE ARE RICH IN HERITAGE AND PRIDE - Roseburg Lions recently cele-
brated its 80th anniversary. Formed in 1928, just three years after Helen Keller challenged Lions at their con-
vention to be ñKnights of the Blindò.  Roseburg has taken up that challenge for many years culminating in Lion 
Dr. John Westonôs ñMission Cataractò program that has aided in over 130 cataract surgeries. 

WE DO IT OURSELVES - Many clubs are the foundational service club in their community. Silver Lake built and sup-
ports a local park, organizes and promotes local festivals, and supports and assists the local Fire Department 
through their fundraising community breakfasts. 

WE ARE IN GOOD COMPANY - As District Governor (and spouse), we are in a good position to know when we are 
in good company. We are warmly and graciously received and are treated like family. Lions work and play to-
gether just like family and this has been exemplified in our recent visits to Eagle Point, North Medford. Rogue 
Monarchs and Medford Crater. 

WE ARE OPEN - Innovation is swirling around us and we need to be brave enough to reach out and grab some. 
Sutherlin Lions has an Evening Branch Club, Brookings-Harbor is working on a Breakfast Branch club, Grants 
Pass Redwood is working on a Campus Club Organization, and many clubs are converting to Family Clubs as 
spouses and relatives are being recruited.  Family Clubs are also a great venue for bringing high school and col-
lege students into clubs and getting new leadership. 

WE ARE DEDICATED TO SIGHTéand MORE - As I write this article at the SOLSHC, I feel the dedication of the 13 
Lions Clubs that work so diligently and pride themselves in support of this facility, unique in the Multiple District. 

So when someone asks ñWhat do Lions do?ò you have eight messages in which to respond, and I hope that you 
can include your own clubôs activities in that response. As Lion Al Brandel says, ñYa Gotta blow your own Horn.ò If 
we donôt do it, nobody else will. 

P.S.  Your D.G and Cabinet Secretary, John and Areta, wish all a most splendid Christmas and New 
Year.  They have watched your warmth and generosity flow out of your Lion hearts at Thanksgiving 

and Christmas for those less fortunate, and now wish you all a Happy Holiday.  

YIL, DG John 
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